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Yesterday morning | got up and looked out of the window
The sun was shining, but the ground was very wet
It had been raining

It was nat raining when | looked out of the window;
the sun was shining. But it had been raining before

Had been -ing is the past perfect continuous.
doing

been working
playing otc.

liwelyou/they had (=1'd ete)
hefshe/it (= he'd ete,)

H0me mone exarmples:
When the boys carme into the house, their clothes were dirty, their hair was untidy and one of
therm had a black eye. They'd been fighting,
| was very tired when | got home. I'd been working hard all day
When | went to Madrid a Few years ago, | stayed with a friend of mine. She hadn't been
living there very long, but she knew the city very well.

W You can say that something had been happening for a period of time before something else happened:
We'd been playing tennis for about half an hour when it started to rain heavily.
Paul went 1o the doctor last Friday, He hadn't been feeling well for some time

(Ml Compare have been -ing (present perfect continuous) and had been -ing (past perfect continuous ).

Present perfect continuols Past perfect continuous
|
| have been -ing | I had been -ing ‘
past m:lrw - - - p.ai.:! 7uw
| hope the bus comes soon. |'ve been At last the bus came. 1'd been waiting
waiting for 20 minutes. (before now) for 20 minutes. (before the bus cama)
james is out of breath. He has been James was out of breath. He had baen
running runmning,

B Compare was -ing (past continuous) and had been -ing
It wasn't raining when we went out, The sun was shining. But it had been raining,
s0 the ground was wet
Katherine was sitting in an armchalr resting. She was tired because she'd been working
very hard,

W Some verbs (for example, know and like) are not normally used in the continuous:
We were good friends. We had known each other for years.  (nat had been knowing)
| was surprised when Lisa cut her hair. She'd had long hair since | first met her,
(mot she'd been having)

For a list of these verbs, see Uinit 44, For have, see Unit 17,

(-"h".-.-l'-' perfect continuous =» Unit 9=10 Past perfect simple =# Unit 15 )



Have and have got

Have and have got (= for possession, relationships, ilinesses etc )

You can use have or have got. There is no ditference in meaning:
They have a new car. or They've got a new car.
Lisa has two brothers, or Lisa's got two brothers
| have a headache. or |'ve got a headache
Chur house has a small parden. or Our house has got a small garden.
He has a few problems. or He's got a few problems.

With these meanings (possession etc.], you cannot use continuous forms (am having etc )
We're enjoying our holiday. We have / We've got a nice room in the hotel. (not We're
having a nice room)

For the past we use had (without got):
Lisa had long hair when she was a child  (not Lisa had got)

In questions and negative sentences there are three poassible forms:

Do you have any questions? I don't have any questions,

Have you got any questions? | haven't got any questions.

Have you any questions?  (less usual) | haven't any questions. (less usual)
Does she have a car? She doesn't have a car

Has she got a car? She hasn't got a car

Has she a car?  (less usual) She hasn't a car  {less usual)

In past guestions and negative sentences we use did/dldn't:
Did you have a car when you were |lving in Paris?
| didn't have my phone, so | cauldn't call you
Lisa had long hair, didn't she?

Have breakfast / have a shower [ have a good time etc.
We also use have (but not have got) for many actions and experiences. For example:

breakfast / dinner / a cup of coffee / something to eat =tc
a bath / ashower / a swim / a break / a rest / a party / a holiday
an accident / an experience / a dream
have alook (at something)
a chat / a conversation / a discussion [with somebody)
trouble / difficulty / fun / a pood time atc
a baby (= give birth to a baby)

Have got |5 not possible in the expressions In the box. Compare:
Sometimes | have (= eat) a sandwich for my lunch  (not I've got)
but I've got /| have some sandwiches. Would you like one?

You can use continuous forms (am having etc.] with the expressions in the box:
We're enjoying our holiday. We're having a great time, [nof We have)
Mark is having a shower at the moment. He has a shower every day.

In questions and negative sentences we use do/does/did:
| den't usually have a big breakfast. {not | usually haven't)
What time does Chris have lunch? (not has Chris lunch)
Did you have trouble finding a place to live?

(Hu\fu {(got) to ... =* Unit 37 Armerican English =¢ Appendix 7 )




Used to (do)

EO  Study this example situation

a few years ago Micola doesn't travel much these days
She prefers to stay at hame

But she used to travel a loL.
She used to go away two or three fimes a year

Che used to travel a lot = she travelled a (ot often In the
past, but she doesn 't do this any mone

she used to travel she doesn’t
tranel
[hese cfay past o

m

something used to happen = it happened often I the past. but no longer happens
| used to play tennis a lot, but | don't play very much now
Diwid used to spend a lot of money on clothes. These days he can't afford it
‘Do you go to the cinema much?  'Not now, but | used to,' [= | used to go)

Wi also use used to .. for Lhings that were true, bul are nol Lrue any more
This bullding is now a furniture shop, it used to be a cinema
| used to think Mark was unfriendly, bul now | realise ha's a very nice person
I've started doinking tea recently. | newver used to like it befome
Liss used to have very long hair when she was a child

(M ‘| used to do something @ past. There 5 no present. You cannot say 'l use Lo do’
To talk aboutl the present, use the present wrmple (| da)

Compare
past  he used to play vwe usedtolive thers used ta be
present | he plays wite Live thisre is

We used to live in a small village, but now we live in London
There used to be four cinemas in the town. Mow there s anly one

D The rarmal question form s did (you) useta ... 7
Did you use to eat a ot of sweets when you were a child?

The negat|ve form 5 didn’t use 1o (used not to ... i also possibile)
| didn‘t use to like him. {or | used not to like him )

[ Compare | used to do and | was doing:
lusedtowatch TV alot (= | watched TV often in the past, but | no longer do this)
| was watching TV when Rob called, (=1 was In the middle of watching TV)

i Do not confuse | used to do and | am used to doing (see Unit 61), The structures and meanings are
differamt
| used to live alone, (=1 lived alone in the past, but | no longer live alone)
| am used to living alone. (=1 live alone, and | don't find it strange or difficull because I've
been living alone for some time)

Past contiruaus || was doing | =& Unit & Woauld (= used ta) =# Unit 36
E-E:'I:El: used to lduing_ something =# Linit 51
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NSes | am dl:}ir‘lg a dl:l:l for the
Present continuows (1 am doing] with a future meaning

This 4 Ben's diary Tod next weed

He is playlng tennis on Manday alternoon

Fe is going to the dentist on Tuesday morming
He is having dinner with Kate on Foday

Iri all these examples, Ben has already decided and
aranged 10 do these things

'm doing someihing {lamorrow) = | have already decided and arranged to do it
& What are you duh‘ on "i.nh.-::'l..lr}- tﬂ.-rr*lmg? (ot What do you da)
i I'm going to the theatre. (nof | g6)
A What time ks Katherine arriving tomaortow?
B Half past ten. "m meeting her at thie station.
I'm not working tomormow, S0 we can go oul somewhere
atave isn't playing foctball next Saturdey. He's hurt his leg

V' going te (do|' i alto possible in these sentenoes
What are you going to do on Saturday evening?

But the presant continuous is more natural when we talk about arrangements. See Linit 208

Do not use will to talk about what you have arranged 1o do
What are you dolng this evening? [nat What will you do)
Alext is getting married next month.  (nod will pet]

Yau can also use the present continuous for an action just before you begin todo it. This
happens especially with verbs of movement [go/come/leave etc )

I'm tired, I'm going to bed now. Goodnight. (ot | go to bed now)

‘Jess, are you ready yet? “Yes, 'mooming’  (nof | come)

Present simpde [ do} with a luture meaning

Wie use the present simple when we talk about timetables, programmes ete. (for public
transpodt, Cinemas e ]

My train leaves at 11 30, so | need 10 be at the dtation by 1115

What time does the film start this evening?

It's Wedresday tomarrow:. / Tamorrow ks Wadnesday

You can use the present simple 1o talk sbout people |f their plans are fiseg bke 3 timetable
| start my new job an Manday
What time do you linish work Lomariow?

But the continuous s more usual for personal srrangements
What time are you meeting Ann tomormow?  [not do you meet)

Compse
Présent continuous Preient simple
What time are you arriving” What time does the train arrive’
I'm golng Do the Cindema 1his evening The film starts ar B.15 (this evening)

EI m going to =# Linity 2023 Wil =¥ Lirits 7124 Prownt simple afier when'/of stc. =# Linit 2%
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(I'm) going to (do)

| am galng to do saomething = | have already decided to do it, | intend to do i

"Ane Yol lﬁi.nl to sat anything?” "MNo, |'m not hungry

& | hear Sarah has won some mongy. What is she going to do with n?
. She's going to buy a new car

I'm just golng to make a quick phone call. Can you wait fod me?

Ihis cheese smells harrible. I'm not going to sat it

I am doing and | am going to do

Wie use | am dnln! (present ci |.-|r.-.l'|:1.;'ml|.} when we say what we have arranged 1o do - lor example,
drfanged 1o meet somebody, afranged (o go somewhers

What time are you meeting Ann this evening?

I'm leaving tomorrow, I've gat my plane ticket

| am golng to do samething = |'ve decided to do it [but pethaps not arranged to do it)
Your shoes are r]llr'r' " Yes, | know. I'm Iubn.l to clean them {- I've decided 1o Clean
them, but | haven't drranged to clean therm)
I've decided not to stay here any longer. Tomamow I'm going to look for somewhere
else Lo stay

Often the difference is very small and sither form s possible
Y can also say that "sormathing s I-ninl to hipp.n in the future. For example

The man isn't looking where he i going

He is going to walk into the wall

When we say that ‘something is going to happen’,

the situation now makes this clear. The man is walking
towards the wall now, 50 we can see that he is going to
walk into it

ST Ly iy (W1 F WAL
TLI@ TN I Jutire happening

Some more examples
Loak al those black clouds! it's going to rain.  (the clouds are there now)
| feal tewrible. | think I'm going to be sick. (I feel terrible now)
The ecanomic situation s bad now and things are going to get worse

| was golng to do something = | intended to do it, but didn't do it
We were golng to travel by train, but then we decided 1o go by car instead
Fator was going to do the exam, but he changed his mind
| Was just going to cross the road when somebody shouted “Stop!

Yo can sy that ‘something was going to happen' [but didn’t happen)
| thaught it was golng to raln, but it didn’t

[I arm doing for the fufure =& Linit 194 I willl s ' godng to = Uinit 23 j




We use Il (= | will) when we've just decided to do something. When we &y T'll do something,
We Announce our decision

h, I've left the door open. 1I°Il go and shut it

‘What would you like to drink™  I'll have an orange juice, please.

'Did you phone Lucy?  "Oh no, | forgat. 1l phone her now
You cannal use the present simale (1 do / | go eic ) in these sentences

I'l go and shut the door. (ot | go and shut)

wio ofter use | think Il and | don't think 1°ll
I feel a bit hungry. | think I'll have something 1o eat
I don't think I'll go out tonight. I'm too tired

In spoken English the negative of will is usually won't (= will not)
I can see you're busy, 30 | won't stay long

Do not use will to talk about what you decided belore [see Uinits 19-20)
I'm golng on holiday next Saturday. [not I'll go)
Are you working tomormow?  [nor Will you work)

W aften use will in these situations

Offering to do something
That bag looks heavy. Il help you with it. (not | balp)

A greaing ta do something
& Can you ghve Tim this book?
i Sure, Pl ghve it to him when | see kim this afternoon

Promising ta do something
Thanks for lending me the money. 1'll pay you back on Friday
| won't tell anyone what happened | promise

Agking somebody to do samething [Will you )
Will you please turn the miusic down? 'm trying 1o concentrate

¥ou can use wan't (o say that somebody refuses 1o do something
I've tried to give her advice, but she won't listen
The car won 't start. [= the car ‘refuses’ 1o start)

Shalll ... ¥ Shall we ... 7

Shall is used mastly in the questions shall | ... 7 / shall we .. ?
We use shall | ... 7 / shall we .. ? to ask somebody's opinon [especially in offers or suggestions):
Shall | open the window? {= Do you want me Lo open the windowT)
I've got no money. What shall | do? (=What do you suggest?)
‘Shall we go?'  ‘Just a minute. I'm not ready yet’
"Where shall we have lunch?” ‘Let’s go to Manno's.

Compare shall | ... 7 and will you . . ?
Shall | shut the doar? (= Do you want me to shut it?)
Will you shut the doar?  {= | want you to shut it)

[Will.—'shall 2 =% Unit 22 i will and 1'rn gobng to =# Linit 23 Amesican Englsh =¢ Appendin T




Will/shall 2

We do not use will to say what somebody has already armanged or decided to do

Diane is working next week. (nof Diane will work)

Are you going to watch anything on TV this evening?  (not Will you watch)

Faor 'ls working' and 'Are you golng to .. 7, see Units 19-20
But often, when we talk about the luture, we are notf talking about what somebody has decided to do
For example

Kate is doing an exam next week. Chris and She’ll pass does not mean ‘she has
Joe are talking about it (m hell P'“'-’ﬂ:-r) decided to pass’ joe is saying what
: he knows or believes will happen
Do you thimk y
£ate will pass He is predicting the future

the gaem?

When we predict a future happening

or situation, we use will'wan't
CHRTS

Some more examples
They've been away a long time. When they retum, they'll find a lot of changes here
"Where will you be this time next year?' 'I'll be in japan’
That plate s hot. If you touch it, youUl bumn yourself
Torm won't pass the exam. He hasn't studied hard anough
Anna looks completely different now. You won't recognise her
When will you get your exarn results?

We aften use will (W) with:

probably il probably be home late tonight

(I'm) sure Dan't worry about the exam. I'm sure you'll pass

i1} think O you think Sarah will like the present we bought her?
(1) don't think don't think the exam will be very difficult

I wonder | wonder what will happen

Alter | hopa, we penerally use the present (will is also possible)
| hope Kate passes the exam.  [or | hope Kate will pass )
| hope it doesn’t rain tomor row

Cenerally we use will to talk about the future, but sometimes we use will to talk about now
For example:
Don't phone Ann now, She'll be busy. [= she'll be busy now)

I shall ., /we shall

MNormally we use shall only with | and we You can say
| shall or | will (I'1) we shall or we will (we'll)
| shall be late this evening. [ov | will be)
We shall probably go to France in june.  [or We will probably go)
In spaken English we normally use I'Il and we'll
We'll protably go to France
The negative of shall is shall not or shan't
| shan't be here tomomrow.  [or | won't be)
Do not use shall with he/she/it/ you/they
She will be very angry. (not She shall be)

Willfshall 1 =& Unit 21 | will and I'm godng to =b Unit 23 Will be doing and will have done =& Linit .i"-'l?]
Will have to =% Unit 314 Tha luture = Appendi 3 Amencan Englah = Appendis 7 ¥




23" | will and I'm going to

A Future actions

Study the difference batween will and (be) going to

Garah is talking to Helen willl ("I} We use will 1o announce b new
decinion, The party IS & new 10ea

That's a greatl dea

whe'll inwiie oty of people

i Ciiran
R
'F'dh'l...
st - -'.;::s, future

SANAM HELEN
Later that day, Helen meets Dan (be) going to We use (be) going to when
Sacah and |t -14-_.-:.*4-.-] ey —— we hive alrfady decidind 10 do womething
Wie're going to invite (ots of people Helen hag already decided to imate lots

of people before she spoke 1o Dan

N HO
befove
We're going to ...
past PP future

D

Cormpare
‘Cary phoned while you were out.”  "OK. "Il call him back
‘Gary phoned while you were out "Ves. | know. I'm golng to call him back.’
‘Anna is In hospital”  'Oh really? | didn't know. I'Il go and visit her
‘Anna is In hospital.”  “Yes, | know. I'm going to visit her this evening’

(9 Future happenings and situations (predicting the future)

We use both will and going to to predict luture happenings and situation. 50 you can say
I think the weather will be nice [ater or
| think the weather is going to be nice later
Those shoes are well-made. They'll last a long time. or
Those shoes are well-made. They're going to last a long time

When we say something is going to happen, we know this from the situation now. 'What is happening
mow shows that something Is geing to happen in the future. For example

Look at those black clouds. It's going to raln.  (nof it will rain)

('We can see that it is going to raln from the clouds that are in the sky now.)

I feel terrible. | think I'm golng to be sick.  (nof | think I'll be sick)

(| think I'm going to be wick because | feel terrible now.)
Do not use will in this type of situation

| I'm going to = Linit 20 Will = Linity 21-22 Tha future =» Appondix 3 ]




Unit

24" Will be doing and will have done

L Study this example situation

These people are STARGING 1 3 QUEUS LD get

Ifto thié CIrermy

Hall an hour from now, the cinema will be full
Ewiryore will b w.tl{hiﬂ! t v Pl

[hree hours from now, The cingma will be empty
e film will have finished
Everyone will have pone home

three howrt [from nowv

i | will be doing something (future continuous) = | will be in the middle of doing it
This time fext week Ul be on holiday, 11l be Lying on the beach or swimming in the ea
You hive ro chance of getting the job. You'll be wasting your time If you apply for it

Compars will be (do)ing and will (do)
Don't phana between T and B 'We'll be having dinner
Let's wait for Liz to arrive and then we'll have dinner

crllFIp\.Hrl W‘“I bl- In-l wlth Wlhpt (AW R AL T A L 'I_‘.’l’f"l\
At 10 o'clock yesterday, Sally was in her office. She was wm'lbn‘ (past]
it's 10 o'clock now. She i in her office. She |s working.  (preient)
At 10 &' clock oMo o, sha will h-' in her olfice  She will ba wlﬂ"

[ We alio use will be -ing to talk about complete actions in the futuie T —
For edample 1l bee talhing 1o

The government will be making a staterment
about the crisis later today

Will you be going away this summer?

Later in the prograrmme, I'll be talking to the
Minlster o bducation

Our trest player 18 injured and won't ba playing
in the game on Saturday

In these examples will be ng s similar 1o (be) going to

D We use will have (done) (future perfect) 1o say that something will already be complete before a Lime
in the future. For example
salty alwayi leaved lor work at B.30 in the morming. She won | be at home at 9 o' clock -
she'll have gone 1o work
We're late. The film will alredady have started by The time we pet to the cinema

Compare will have (done) with other perfect forma
Ted and Amy have been marmied lor 24 years.  [present perfect)
Mewt year they will have been married for 25 year
Whan their son was born, they had been marmied for three yoars {past porfect)

(Will = Units 21-22 By then / by the time =# Unit 120 ne future =# Appendia 1 J




Unit

25 When!|do/When I'vedone When and if

Study this example

Vil phone you when | get home 15 3 sentende

Wil you phone

i@ LI o

red, I phone
you when | get wilh Iwo parts
nigme frorm work [ rmiahn Dart N phone yuu

and the when-pat  when | get home

The tirme in the sentéence & future (Tomomow), but
WE Use @ present tense I_L get) in the wihen -part al

he sentence

Wi do not wie will in the when-pari of the entence

Sorme more examples
We'll go out when it stops raining.  [not when It will stop)
When you are in London again, come and see us.  [mof When you will be)
(said toa chifd) What do you want to be when you grow up?  (nof will grow)

The same thing happens alter while / before / after / as soon as / until or till
What are you going to do while 'm sway?  (aol while | will be)
I'll probably go back home on Sunday Before | go, I'd like to visit the museum
Wait here until [or till) | come back

You can also use the present perfect (have done) after when / after / until / as soon as
Can | borrow that book when you've finished with it?
Dan't say amything while ian is here. ‘Wait until he has gone

If you use the present perfect, one thing must be complete before the other ($o the two things do not
happen together)

When I've phoned Kate, we can have dinnes

[= First I'l phone Kate and after that we can have dinner )

Do not use the present perfect |f the two things happen together
When | phone Kate, ') ask her about the party.  (nof When I've phoned)

It is often possible to use ether the present simple or the present perfect

I'll come as soon as | finish o  I'll come as soon as I've finished
You'll feel better after you have or  You'll feel better after you've had
something to eat something 1o &5t

After If, we normally use the present simgole (If 1 do / if | see etc ) Tor the future
It's ralning hard. We'll get wet If we go out.  [not IF we will go)
I'll be angry I it happens again.  (not if it will happen)
Hurry up! W we don't hurry, we'll be laote

When and if

W use when for things which are sure to happen
I'm going out later. (for sure)  ‘When | go out, I'll get some bread

Wit use if (not when) lor things that will possibly happen
| might go out later. (it's possible) 1 go out, I'l get some bread
If it is raining this evening, | won't go out.  [Aof When it s raining)
Don't worry I I'm late tanight. [~ when I'm late)
If they don't come saan. |'m nat poing to wait (ot When they don't come)

(IT'I' Lhelts 340 Ewen i / sven when =& Unit 10D Unless =8 Linik 115%
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Can, could and (be) able to

Wie s can o L3y that something & possible or alipwed, or that somebody has the ability 1o do
something W use con + infiritive (can do [ can See etc.)

We can see Lhe |ake from our kalel

1 don't have a pen”  “You can use mMiNe,

Can you speak any foregn languages?

| can come and sea you tomorrow if you like

The word ‘dream’ can be a nown or a verh.

The negative i5 can't = cannot)
P afraid | can’t come to the party on Fridey

You can say that somebody is able to do something. but can is mome wsual
We are able to see the lake from our hotel

But can has anly twa forme, can [present ) and could (past). So sometimes it is necesaary 1o Use (be)
able to. Compare

| can't sleep | havern't been able to sleep recantly
Tom can come oo Tem might be able to come tomarrow
izria can speak French, Spandh Apphlcants for the job must be able to
and Englan sk Dwo loreign lanpudgdel

Could

Sometimes could 4 the past of can, We use could especially with
see hear smell taste feel remember understand

We had a lovely room in the hotel We could see the lake
As soon 25 | walked into the room, | could smell gas
| wias sittang at the hack of che theatre and couldn't hear very well

We alsp use could to say that somebady had the pereral ability or permission to do semething
My prandfzther could speak five languapes
We were totally free. We could do what we wanted. = we were allowed 1o da)

Could and was able to

We use could for general ability  But if you want to say that somebody did something in a specific
situation, use was/were able to or managed to [=of could)
The fire spread through the building very guickly, but fartunately everybody was able to
escape [ managed to escape  [mof could escaps)
We didn't know whene David weas, but we mgld to find / were able to find hom in the
end  (mof could find)

Compare
jack was an excellent tennis player when he was younger, He could beat anybody
[= he had the general ability to beat anybody)

bur Jack and Andy played a match yesterday Andy played well, but |ack managed to baat him
[= he rl'laamge-l:! to beat him this thme)

The negative coulldn’t (could not) is passible in all situations
My grandfather couldn't swim
We looked for David everywhere, but we couldn't find him
Andy pliyed well, but he couldn’t beat jack

Could {do| mnd could have |done| =# Linit 27 Must and can™t =¢ LUinit 78
Canicould yoli T =% Lmt 37

—




Unit
21 Could (do) and could have (done

Wie use could n & pumber of waa Sometimes could is the past of can [see Uit 78]
Listen. | can hear something {rrw )
[istened, | could hear something  {pasr)

But could = not an y used in thiz way We alwo u could 1o 15l aboil possiie SCTIONS NoW OF in

the future (especally to make sugpestions) For exsample

Wihat iha

&3 boeighl
h i

& What shall we do toreght?

M ';u_‘d D ™# CIneT
i ‘We could go to the cinema (\-rc » - J-::I

& When you g0 to Pans next month
you could stay with Sarah
& Yes |suppose | could

Can s also possibie in these sentences {"We can po 1o the
crema’ eic ] Could is less sure than can

W also use could (nof can) for actions that are not realstic. For example
I'm sa tired, | could slewp for a week.  (not | cam sleep for & week)

Lompar® can and could
| can stay with Sarah when | go to Faris.  [realistic)
Mayhe | could atay wath Sargh when | go (o Pans.  (possible, but less sure|
This is a wonderful place. | could stay here for ever  [Unrealstic)

We also uie could (ot can) to say that something (a situation or a happening) is possible now or in
the huture. The meaning 3 similar to might or may (see Uinit £9)

The story could be true, but | don't think it is.  [mof can be true]

| domt kmow wihal time Lisz s coming. $he could pet here 2t any time

Compare can and could
The weather can change very quickly in the mogntaine.  (in general)
The weather B nice now, but it could change.  [the weather now, not in penecad)

We e could have [done) to talk about the past. Compane
I s tired, | could sleep for @ week  (now)
| weans 50 tired, | could have slept for a week.  [past)
The stuation is bad, but @ could be worse. [mow)
The stuation was bad. but it could have been worse  (pasf)

Something could hawe happened = it was possible but did not happen
Why did you stay at a hotel when you were in Paris? You could have stayed with Sarah
[wou didn't stay with her)
D weas lucky. He could have hurt himself when he fell. but he's OK

We use couldn’t to say that something would not be possible
| couldn’t ive in a big city. I'd hate it (=it wouldn't be possitle for me)
Everything is fine right now. Things couldn't be better

For the past we use couldn't have [done|
We had a really good holiday 1t couldn’t have been bettar
The trig was cancelled last wesk Paul couldn’t have gone anyway because he was ill
(= it wouwld not have been possible for him to go)

Couldn't have (donve] = Unit 288 Could and might =» Unit 20C  Couldiyou  ?=sUnit37 )
Could wa* o =& Unis 3BC. 359E 400 Srocial vl lean/ could willl 'vwould &2 | =8 Appendin 4 _)




Must and can't

Sty Ehs earmphbi

You can use must to say that you believe something is certan
You've been travelling all day. You must be tired, [Travelling s tiring and you've been
travelling all day, so you must be tired )
'Joe is a hard worker Joe? You must be joking. He doesn’t do amything '
Loulse must get very bored in her job. She does the same thing every day
I'm sure Sally gave me her address. | must have it somewhere

You can use can't Lo say that you believe something is not posaible
You've just had lunch. You can’t be hungry already. (People are not normally hungry just
after pating a meal. You've just eaten, so you can't be hungry.)
They haven't lived here for very long. They can't know many people

Study the structure:

be (tired / hungry / at work etc

be (doing / going | joking e1c )
do / get / know | have eic

miust

Ifyoa/he (ete x
you :I cant

For thee past we use must have (done) and can’t have [done)
Study this example

Martin and Lucy are standing a1 the door
of their friends” house

They have rung the doorbell twice, but
nobody has anywered. Lucy says

Thisre's nabody at
hame They miust
have gone cut

They miust have gone out

Wi uted 1o live very near the motorway.” Did you? It must have been nosy
‘I've lost one of my gloves” "You must have dropped it somewhere”

Garah hasn't contacted me. She can't have got my message

Torn walked into 8 wall. He can't have been looking where he was going

Study thie structure
been (aslesp / &t work elc )

. must ) :
Ifyoulhe (etc.) . have been (doing / looking etc |
i gone / got / known &1
W '] EEL

You can use couldn’t have instesd of can't have
Sarah couldn't have got my medsape
Tam couldn't have been looking where he was going

Can't (1 can't swam’ ste ) =* Unit 26 Muik [ sl o et | =8 Linits =12
Miadlal ved bk |EafRy ould will/ weaiald afc ) = lpp-rr'i:}m d A 1 A ] A.,,-!Llrl'lﬂll !



Unit

29 May and might 1

A Stucly this example situation:

g L 1 QROCY 15 SUTe ¢ B Fou [ . !
You are looking for Ben. Nobody 15 sure whene he is, but you get some suggestion

I: ‘Where's Ban? I

:0.‘ He may be in b -:f'«.t-) (= perhaps he i in his office)

- Hit might be having I--"-:"l) (= perhaps he is having lunch)

Lt

o Al Ann She might i.n-l'nrt_) [= perhaps she knowi)

W use may of might to say that something i posuble. Lisually you can use may oF might, 10 you
can say:

It may be true. of It might be true. (= perhaps it is true)

She might know, o She may know

[he negative farms are may not and might not (or mightn't)
It may not be true, (= perhaps it Sn't troe)
Sha might not work here any mare. (= pérhaps she dossn't work hére)

Study the structire

b (true / in his office eic )
(not] be (doing / working / having etc )
know [ work | want etc

may

Iyou/he letc ) might

1O For the past we use may have (done) or might have (done)
A | wionder l.w!‘n:,I Kate didn't answer her phone
She may have been asleep. (« perhaps sho was asleep)
| cart't find my phane anywhere
You might have left it at work. (= perhaps you left it at work)
Why wasn't Amy at the meeting yesterday?
She might not have known about it. (= perhaps she didn’t know)
| wonder why David was in such a bad mood yesterday
He may not have been feeling well. (= perhaps he wasn't feeling well)

= F =2 @ @

Study the Structures

b been |asleep / at home eic.)
Ifyoudhe (etc ) i ?hl (not] have been (doing / working / feeling etc |
& known /[ had / wanted | left otc

{ Could |s similar to may and might
It's & strange story, but it could be true. (=it 5 possible that it's true)
You could have left your phone at work, (= it's possible that you left it there)

But couldn't (regative] is diffarent from may not and might not. Compars
Sarah couldn’t have got my message  Otherwise she would have replied
(= it is not possible that she got my message)
| wonder why Sarah hasn't replied to my message | suppose she might not have got it
(= It's possible that she didn’t get it - so perhaps she did, perhaps che didn't)

Could =» Unit 27 May/might 7 =* Unit 30 May i, 7=# Unit 37C
Might with If =% Uinits 308, 38C. 400 Modal verbs [can/could/will/'would eic ] =+ Appendix 4




Exercises

“ Write sentences with might.

1 Where are you going for your holidays? (to ireland???)
| haven't decided yet. | might go te Ireland.

2 What sort of car are you going to buy? [a Honda???)
I'm mot sure yel, |

3 When is Tom coming to see us? (on Saturday??7)
He hasn't said yet

4 ‘Where are you going ta hang that picture? {in the dining raam?7#)
| haven't made up my mind yet.

5 What is Tanya going to do when she leaves school? (go to university??7)
She's still thinking about it.

n Complete the sentences using might + the following:

bhite  break need rain  slip  wake

1 Take an umbrella with you when you go out. It Might rain  later

2 Don't make too much noise. You the balby.

3 Be careful of that dog. It you.

4 Don't throw that letter away, ‘We it later,

5 Be careful. The footpath is very icy. You

6 Don't let the children play in this reom. They something

u Complete the sentences, Use might be able to or might have to + one of the following:

fix help leave meet sell  work

1 Tell me about your problemn | mught be able to help Yo,
2 I'mnot fres this evening, but | WOU LOMAarraw.
3 | don't know if U'll be free on Sunday, | ‘
4 | can come to the meeting, but | belore the end
5 I'mshort of money, |want to keep my car, but | it
6 & There's sarmething wrong with my bike

B: Let me have a look. | it

c Write sentences with might not.

1 I"m not sure that Liz will come to the party
Lz might not come to the party
2 I'm not sure that I'll go cut this evening,
|
3 I'mnot sure that we'll be able to get tickets for the game,
We
4 I'm not sure that Samwill be able te go out with us tenight

n Read the situations and make sentences with might as well.
1 ¥aou and a friend have just missed the bus, The buses run every hour,
Yau say: We'll have to wait an hour for the next bus,  We might as well walk,
2 You've been invited to a party. You're not very excited about It, but you decide to go.

You say: I'm not doing anything else, 5o to the party
3 You've just painted your kitchen, You still have a lot of paint, so why not paint the bathroom too?
You say: We o Thare's plenty of paint left,

4 You and a friend are at home, You're bored. There's a film on TV starting in a few minutes
You say. There's nothing else to da,



